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DEPARTMENT  OF  HOUSING  AND 
URBAN  DEVELOPMENT 

Office  of  the  Secretary 

24  CFR  Subtitle  A  and  Chs.  I-XX 

[Docket  No.  N-92-3390;  FR-3251] 

Request  for  Public  Comments  as  Part 
of  HUD’S  Effort  To  Modify  or  Eliminate 
Burdensome  Regulations 

agency:  OfHce  of  the  Secretary,  HUD. 
action:  Request  for  public  comment. 

summary:  On  January  28, 1992, 

President  Bush,  in  his  State  of  the  Union 
Address,  asked  major  Cabinet 
departments  and  Federal  agencies  to 
“carry  out  a  top-to-bottom  review  of  all 
regulations,  old  and  new,  to  stop  the 
ones  that  will  hurt  (economic]  growth 
and  speed  up  those  that  will  help 
(economic)  growth." 

In  keeping  with  the  President's 
directive,  HUD  plans  to  work  with  the 
public,  other  interested  agencies,  and 
the  President's  Council  on 
Competitiveness  to  identify  and 
eliminate  rules  that  unnecessarily 
impose  substantial  costs  or  red-tape  on 
the  economy.  The  Department's  review 
will  occur  over  a  90-day  period.  It  will 
culminate  with  the  submission  of  a 
report  to  the  President  indicating 
changes  or  recommended  changes  to  the 
Department's  regulations. 

This  Notice  provides  the  public  with 
an  opportunity  to  participate  in  the 
President's  program  as  it  relates  to  the 
regulatory  activities  of  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Housing  and  Urban 
Development. 

DATES:  Comments  must  be  received  by 
March  23, 1992. 

ADDRESSES:  Interested  persons  are 
invited  to  submit  comments  to  the  Office 
of  the  General  Counsel,  Rules  Docket 
Clerk,  room  10276,  Department  of 
Housing  and  Urban  Development,  451 
Seventh  Street,  SW.,  Washington,  DC 
20410.  Communications  should  refer  to 
the  above  docket  number  and  title.  A 
copy  of  each  communication  submitted 
will  be  available  for  public  inspection 
and  copying  during  regular  business 
hours  (7:30  a.m.  to  5:30  p.m.  Eastern 
Time]  at  the  above  address. 

Please  see  Section  11  of  the 
Supplementary  Information  Section  of 
this  notice  for  suggested  ways  on  how 
properly  to  identify  and  organize  subject 
matterjs)  discussed  in  the  comments. 
FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 
Grady  J.  Norris,  Assistant  General 
Counsel  for  Regulations,  Office  of  the 
General  Counsel,  Department  of 
Housing  and  Urban  Development,  room 


10276,  451  Seventh  Street,  SW., 
Washington,  DC  20410-0500,  (telephone 
(voice)  (202)  708-3055,  (TDD)  708-3259. 
These  are  not  toll-free  numbers). 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION: 

I.  Scope  of  Review 

During  the  90-day  review  period,  HUD 
will  be  assessing  both  its  existing  rules 
(i.e.,  rules  in  effect),  and  pending  rules 
(i.e.,  rules  that  are  at  a  processing  stage 
short  of  being  published  for  effect).  The 
purpose  of  this  Notice  is  to  solicit 
comment  solely  on  rules  that  are 
already  in  efiect.  HUD  has  already 
received  or  will  receive  public  agency 
comment  on  pending  rules,  each 
proposed  rule  containing  its  own  record 
of  public  comments.  On  a  separate 
track,  the  Department  is  pursuing  the 
President's  directive  that,  also  during 
this  90-day  period,  no  pending 
regulations  will  be  published  other  than 
those  that  clearly  promote  economic 
growth,  address  imminent  health  and 
safety  hazards,  meet  judicial  and 
legislative  deadlines,  relate  solely  to 
agency  organization,  or  are  essential  to 
a  criminal  law  enforcement  function. 

n.  Manner  of  Submitting  Comments 

We  seek  public  cooperation,  insofar 
as  possible,  in  the  manner  that 
comments  are  submitted.  This  will 
enable  HUD  staff  quickly  to  assimilate 
and  react  to  comments  which  are 
similar. 

Our  objective  is  to  encourage  public 
comments  that  will  help  the  Department 
to  identify  rules  perceived  as  problems. 
Thus,  it  would  be  helpful  if  a  commenter 
identified  the  program  and  specific 
regulatory  provision  perceived  as 
problematic,  as  well  as  any  supporting 
documentation  the  commenter  may  wish 
to  furnish. 

HUD'S  regulations  are  contained  in 
title  24  of  the  Code  of  Federal 
Regulations.  Title  24  is  subdivided  into 
two  subtitles  that  contain  regulations 
under  the  Office  of  the  Secretary 
(subtitle  A]  and  Regulations  Relating  to 
Housing  and  Urban  Development 
(subtitle  B),  respectively.  Subtitle  B  is 
further  subdivided  into  chapters 
(generally  describing  activities  of 
specific,  major  HUD  program  offices): 
subchapters;  parts;  and  sections.  In  all, 
HUD  regulations  begin  at  24  CFR  0.735- 
101  and  end  at  24  CFR  3500.14.  In 
between  are  many  hundreds  of  rule 
sections  and  subsections  that  govern  the 
administration  of  the  Department  and  its 
programs. 

Given  this  large  volume  of  rules,  and 
the  relatively  short  time  frame  within 
which  we  will  seek  to  address  issues 
raised,  the  Department  requests  that 
commenters  try,  if  at  ail  possible,  to 


organize  comments  in  the  manner 
described  below.  These  procedures  are 
suggestions  and  not  at  all  mandatory. 

Initially,  it  would  be  helpful  if  each 
public  comment  contains  a  cover  page 
that  identifies  the  commenter  and  the 
rule(s)  called  into  question.  Each  rule 
listed  should  have  a  section  number  and 
title. 

Example:  (1)  24  CFR  §  xxx.20. 

Requirements  governing  *  *  * 

(2)  24  CFR  S  xxx.l.  Submission 
requirements  *  *  * 

Second,  please  initiate  the  discussion 
of  each  rule  section  on  a  separate  page. 
Thus,  in  the  example  above,  separately 
headed  pages  would  be  employed  for 
each  of  the  two  rules  described  on  the 
cover  sheet. 

Third,  please  organize  the  substantive 
comment  into  two  parts  as  follows:  (1)  A 
discussibn  of  how  the  specific  rule 
inhibits  economic  growth,  and  (2)  how 
the  rule  could  be  modified  in  order  to 
promote  growth  (or,  if  need  be,  why  it 
should  be  eliminated).  The  commenter  is 
welcome  to  provide  cost  data  in  support 
of  arguments  offered  (i.e.,  estimates  of 
the  burdensome  costs  engendered  by  the 
existing  regulation,  and  of  savings  that 
would  be  generated  by  a  change  in  the 
regulation). 

Finally,  if  at  all  possible,  comments  on 
each  rule  should  be  limited  to  a  single 
page. 

III.  Evaluation  Criteria 

In  his  State  of  the  Union  Address, 
President  Bush  expressed  concern  that 
some  Federal  regulations  inhibit  rather 
than  promote  economic  growth.  The 
President  emphasized  the  need  for 
soimd  regulations  that  serve  the  public 
good,  but  stated  that  “regulatory  overkill 
must  be  stopped.”  He  cited  a  wealth  of 
ideas  and  activities  that  Federal 
departments  and  agencies  could  and 
should  be  working  to  promote.  These 
include,  but  are  not  limited  to,  the 
following: 

1.  The  need  to  encourage  investment, 
in  new  products,  industries,  and  jobs; 

2.  The  need  to  end  the  credit  crunch; 

3.  The  need  to  keep  interest  rates  and 
inflation  low; 

4.  The  need  to  utilize  tax  incentives  to 
encourage  real  estate  construction  and 
afiordable  housing; 

5.  The  need  to  fight  crime  and  drugs; 

6.  The  need  to  spur  work,  education 
and  job  training:  and 

7.  The  need  to  eliminate  wasteful 
Federal  programs. 

In  carrying  out  its  review  of  HUD's 
existing  (as  well  as  pending)  rules,  the 
Department  will  focus  on  the  objectives 
set  forth  by  the  President.  The  above  list 
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is  not  meant  to  be  all-inclusive.  For 
example.  HUD  is  anxious  to  eliminate 
unnecessary  red-tape,  and  to  streamline 
programs  so  that  they  most  effectively 
meet  its  objective  to  correct  any 
material  weaknesses  that  could  lead  to 
abuse  in  HUD  programs.  These  goals  are 
listed  in  order  to  lend  guidance  to 
commenters  on  the  general  direction 
being  pursued  by  HUD. 

IV.  Ongoing  Activity 

HDD's  regulations  do  provide,  at  24 
CFR  10.20,  petition  for  rule  making,  that 
any  interested  person  may  (at  any  time) 


petition  the  Secretary  for  the  issuance, 
amendment,  or  repeal  of  a  rule.  The 
undertaking  set  forth  in  this  Notice  is 
not  a  substitute  for,  but  rather  an 
addition  to,  that  process.  The  President’s 
mandate  allows  the  Department  an 
opportunity,  together  with  the  public 
and  other  Federal  agencies,  to  engage  in 
a  concentrated  effort  to  weed  out 
regulations  that  fail  to  serve  the  public 
well. 

At  the  end  of  the  review  period,  the 
Department  will  report  its  findings  to  the 
President.  We  anticipate  that  a  number 
of  regulations  will  be  modified  or 


eliminated  as  a  result  of  this  review. 
Once  HUD  has  finally  determined  which 
rules  require  change  or  elimination,  the 
Department  will  publish  a  Federal 
Register  notice  informing  the  public  of 
its  future  plans  for  instituting  public 
notice  and  comment  rule  makings  to 
effect  these  changes  in  Departmental 
policy. 

Dated:  February  14. 1992. 
lack  Kemp, 

Secretary. 

(FR  Doc  92-4019  Filed  2-19-92;  8:45  am] 
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